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seem to have been set to do one piece of work. The officers I
of the Board of Trade measure crew spaces, in the first 

i

instance, when the ship is surveyed, and decide the number 
I

of berths in this or that deck-house or forecastle accord-

ingly ; but take no means to ascertain (either continously
or from time to time) whether the regulations prescribed
are duly carried out. Is the staff of the Port Sanitary
Authority to supply this omission ?&mdash;and, if breaches of the
law are discovered, is the Port Authority bound to report
such offences to the Board of Trade or not? Again, as

regards school-ships and training-ships, Clause 103 of the
Public Health Bill specially exempts from all sanitary pro-
visions "any ship or vessel belonging to Her Majesty."
All school-ships moored in the Thames, the Mersey, and
elsewhere are merely lent by the Admiralty for civil pur-
poses; and it is eminently necessary that this clause should
be altered so as to give the Sanitary Authority legal right of
entry in case of the existence of any epidemic, to prevent
overcrowding, and for various other purposes in connexion
with ordinary sanitary duties afloat.

It seems also that the relations between the Port Sanitary
Authority and the Board of Trade as regards the conduct of
emigration business are not very clearly dedned. It is, as we
have already shown, the duty of the emigration officers to

see that none but healthy persons proceed, and, if any con-
tagious disease is found to exist, power is given to clean the

ship, and have her fumigated and her belongings disinfected.
But no provision is made for the disposal of any sick, in-
fected, or suspected persons so eliminated, as the duty of
the emigration officer ceases when he has sent the suspects
over the ship’s side, and has, in fact, precipitated them into
the district of the Port Sanitary Authority. If the latter

were in every case provided with hospital accommodation
no ill results would follow. But, inasmuch as only two or
three Port Authorities have made any such provision, the

legalised action of the Board of Trade with respect to out-
ward-bound emigrants directly assists the propagation of
epidemic disease, and Gravesend, Liverpool, and Glasgow
run this risk continually throughout the year. There

should, in fact, be such a chain of co-operation between the
Board of Trade Emigration and Port Sanitary Authorities
that when the former announce the existence of contagious
disease on board any given ship the latter should be ready
to remove the infected persons by floating and other ambu-
lances to the proper hospital.
But the most important defect in sanitary legislation is

the unsatisfactory state of the laws relating to the actual
importation of epidemic disease. The old quarantine laws
are still administered by the Customs, and are now prac-
tically useless, as they only, so to speak, cover plague and

yellow fever. An Order in Council issued in July, 1873,
endeavoured to place the Customs en support with the Port

Sanitary Authorities in order to prevent the introduction of
cholera from the continent of Europe. But the provisions
of the Order, though amply sufficient, were successfully
worked in one or two ports only, because an alternative
system is allowed, one to be conducted through the

Customs, and the other solely and wholly by the Port
Authority. The fact that the Customs was not established

for sanitary purposes cannot be too soon recognised and

acted upon. It must be at the same time recognised that
Port Sanitary Authorities will have to glean a good many
leaves out of the Customs’ book before they can run -alone
and must always afterwards be largely indebted to Customs
officers for information on which to base good and practical
sanitary work. But the time has now arrived when the old

quarantine laws should, in accordance with the recommenda-
tions adopted at the Sanitary Congress. held at Vienna in
the autumn of last year, be abolished, and our chief fiscal

department be relieved from a class of duty that has always,
as we believe, been eminently distasteful to its executive
officers in all grades of the service.

Annotations.

THE METROPOLITAN MORTALITY RETURNS.

"Ne quid nimis."

THE London vestries seem loth to accept the decision of
the President of the Local Government Board, given some
time since, to the effect that the Registrar-General was
perfectly justified in the course he took, in requiring that,
after the date when the new Registration Act came into
operation, tha metropolitan as well as the provincial re-
gistrars should be paid for furnishing to the various sanitary
authorities periodical returns of the particulars relating to
deaths registered. On the 19th inst., a deputation repre-
senting the vestries of Islington, St. Saviour’s, St. George’s,
and St. Giles’s, waited upon the President of the Local
Government Board, and again urged that the Registrar-
General should be << required" to recommence furnishing
mortality returns gratuitously to the local authorities. The
total cost to the metropolitan ratepayers for these returnr..
under the new system, will be about X300 per-annum, paid
by more than forty sanitary authorities to over one hundred
and thirty registrars; and the value of these returns, when
compared with their small cost, fills one with astonishment
at the persistent shabbiness of our London vestries, in
objecting to the payment of the 2d. per entry, which has
been fixed by Parliament as the legal fee for such service.
It is but fair to state that several of the metropolitan
vestries have already made arrangements with the local

registrars for furnishing their weekly returns, which will
now be in the hands of the medical officers of health on

Monday morning instead of Wednesday night, as under the
old gratuitous system. In some cases, and we may cite
Lambeth as an example, in addition to arrangements for
their weekly returns, each registrar is furnished with a.

supply of post cards, with printed address, on which a daily
return is made to the medical officer of all deaths from

zymotic diseases, and the particulars relating to them. The
value of such daily information, for which the registrar is
entitled to n. snecial fee. can readilv be understood.

BIOGENESIS.

A PAPER we ought to have noticed before appeared in the
last volume of the Philosophical Transactions by Dr. Roberts,
of Manchester, on Biogenesis. Dr. Roberts points out that
the two theories of Panspermism and Abiogenesis are not
necessarily wholly destructive of each other, and that it is
conceivable that whilst the ordinary and common origin of
bacteria and torulao is by procession from pre-existing germs,
there may also be conditions in which they arise de novo.
The position is that of pathologists in regard to contagiousdiseases. These are now commonly believed to be propagated
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by contagion, but no physician would say that they did not
probably at one time, and might not again now, spring up
de novo. The first inquiries made by Dr. Roberts consisted of
an examination of the conditions under which organic
liquids and mixtures are rendered barren by heat ; in the
second is investigated the question whether the normal
juices and tissues of animals and plants are capable of pro-
ducing organisms without infection by extraneous germs.
In the third section the facts adduced in the two previous
sections are considered in their bearing on the origin of
bacteria and torulre, and some of the alleged cases of abio-
genesis are tested experimentally. Dr. Roberts found he
could render decoction of turnip or beef-tea sterile by boiling
it in a flask the neck of which was plugged with cotton-wool,
through which a tube, bent in the form of the letter J,
passed. Even when the tube was quite open to the air, the
bend of the tube appeared to be sufficient to arrest the
entrance of all germs from without; but if the bent tube
were depressed till the fluid entered, the formation and
development of bacteria immediately commenced.
In another series of experiments he plugged small pipettes

partially filled with various infusions, and immersed them
in boiling water, brine, or oil, and found that some sub-
stances, as citrates, acetates, and tartrates, infusions of

meat, fish, and ordinary succulent vegetable, are sterilised
by five or ten minutes’ boiling, and subsequent filtration;
others, as blood, milk, turnip infusion with cheese, require
from twenty to forty minutes’ boiling to sterilise them; and,
finally, others, as hay infusion rendered slightly alkaline
by ammonia, resist sterilisation even when boiled for as
long a period as an hour; in one case a film of leptothrix
filaments appeared even when the boiling had been pro-
tracted for three hours. Nevertheless, the general conclu-
sion at which Dr. Roberts has arrived is, that whilst the

temperature of boiling water, with due care to exclude the
entrance of germs either through the air or water, is suffi-
cient to sterilise all ordinary solutions, bacteria and other
organisms will occasionally develop, in certain media, even
after exposure to such a temperature. Dr. Roberts is there-
fore essentially a panspermist, but he admits that this

general and common mode may be supplemented by another
and an abiogenic mode of origin.

THE ARTISANS’ DWELLINGS BILL.

Tnis Bill is now in committee, and there can be little
doubt that it will pass without anything like real opposi-
tion. Indeed, the critics of the Bill show a singular
amount of ignorance not only of the scope of the pro-
posed measure, but also of the evils which it is intended to
counteract; and although there is much that might be said
in the way of fair criticism (as we pointed out in our article
of March 6th), scarcely any of the members taking part in
the debate seem capable of uttering these criticisms so as to
command attention. The alterations which have been made
are mostly trivial. 1. The title has been changed to "The
Artisans and Labourers’ Dwellings Act of 1875." 2. The

powers of the Bill have been extended to Ireland. 3. Addi-

tional power has been given to the local authority to con-
sider official representations to the effect 11 that any houses,
courts, or alleys within the area under their jurisdiction are
unfit for human habitation," and the local authorities may
consider 11 the want of light or proper ventilation or con-
veniences, or any other sanitary defects," as reason suffi-
cient for putting the Act in force. This is the most im-
portant amendment which has yet been made, and it will
make the avoidance of the Act by vestries and similar bodies
far more difficult than it otherwise would have been. 4.
Official representations may be made by two justices of the
peace or twelve ratepayers. This is certainly an improve-

ment, although it is not impossible that in practice a couple
of crotchety borough magistrates may be found capable of
giving infinite trouble and of bringing the Act into dis-
repute.

Professor Fawcett took up the time of the House in a
ridiculous attempt to expunge all mention of the "working
classes" from the Bill. We do not pretend to say that the
Bill would not be as useful without this phrase, but we
should advise those who do not know who the working
classes are, to go among the operatives in Clerkenwell or
Soho, where they will find hundreds of thousands of honest
folk, not on strike, but working hard to earn their living by
their skill and industry, and in spite of their honesty, their
industry, and their skill, doing so in dwellings which are
absolutely unfit for human habitation. The object of the
Bill is to overcome that great obstacle to improvement, the
acquisition of land, and to enable authorities to erect suit-
able dwellings for the hard-working people of overcrowded
towns who must live near their work. As for the non-

working classes, the drunkards, thieves, and the criminally
lazy, it will be time enough to think of them when their
honest fellows have been attended to. The object of the
measure is not to provide luxuries for those dregs of society
who are scarcely worthy of life, but to preserve health

among, and prevent the degradation, of those who are the
real sinews of our commerce.

NAUTICO-MEDICAL NOTES.

THE First Lord of the Admiralty announced on the 18th
inst. that H.M.S. Devastation was being prepared for a
cruise to Malta, and she is now awaiting final orders outside
Portsmouth Harbour. We presume that many radical

changes have been made in the ventilation, or she could not
have been classed as a sea-going ship. It seems, from a

description that appeared in Naval Science some months ago,
that the plenum principle was originally adopted, air being
supplied by fans working at the bottom of shafts placed near
the turret, and communicating with pipes that open into all
the cabins and berths. But hitherto, when the ship has
been steaming against a heavy sea, or has been put in order
of battle with battened hatches, &c., the air below has
become foul in a very short space of time. It is well that
this ship, the Glatton, and others of the same class now in
course of construction, are not intended to be, -as a

rule, sea-going ships; for, as has been remarked, some
weeks must elapse before the crews of these peculiarly
constructed vessels could be got into good working order,
and by the time this was accomplished the defective

sanitary condition of the men’s quarters would render a
change of hands inevitable. This fact goes to confirm an
oft-reiterated opinion that the Construction Department at
the Admiralty should include among its members an officet
whose specialty is the ventilation of ships, so that in the
designing of any new vessel the lines should be laid out
with some sort of reference to the sanitary condition of
her future inhabitants. It is as unscientific to design a ship
without some organised provision for ventilation as to build
a house without sewers or sink-traps.
Captain Bedford Pim, R.N., has asked for a return of &pound;

persons serving in British ships as surgeons without

diplomas. We doubt very much whether such a return can
be obtained. No regular register has been kept of medical
officers serving in the mercantile marine, either with or
without qualifications, and, in spite of random statements to
the contrary, we know that many medical officers under

twenty-one years of age have signed articles as ship-doctors.
It is possible, however, that the return asked for by Capt. Pim
may be obtained from the office of the Registrar-General ofSeamen, and) if approximately accurate, will certainly show
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the necessity of instituting means whereby the qualificatione
of ship-surgeons can be ascertained as accurately as those
of candidates for the army or navy. The demand for mer.
cantile marine medical officers has increased during the last
ten years considerably, especially for Anglo-Indian and
telegraph steamships, and on board the best class of thesE
a very fair scale of pay is given. British sailors and the

travelling public have therefore a right to know that the
much advertised "eaperienced surgeon" is really fit for a

responsible post.
The importance of shipping healthy sailors is now ful1

appreciated by owners and masters of British vessels, and
from various discussions that have lately occurred on this
question, it is very probable that a clause rendering th(
medical examination of seamen obligatory will be inserted
in the Merchant Shipping Bill, the second reading of whicl
is fixed for the 8th proximo.
That supposed panacea for sea sickness, the Bessemer, was

interviewed " by a large number of nautical and unnautica:
persons last week. We must reserve our comments unti
she is actually "bridging" the Channel, being desirous t(
judge for ourselves whether the 11 saloon " will prove to b(
a perfect and convenient substitute for chloral hydrate
brandy-and-water, a "good meal," the horizontal position
and a thousand other prophylactics against the mal de mer.

UNDERGROUND MORTALITY AT BERLIN.

AT the second meeting of the German Public Health

Association, held at Dantzic in September last, an interest-
ing paper was read by Dr. Schwabe, of Berlin, on the 11 In-
fluence of different classes of Dwellings upon the Health of
their Occupants, as deduced from Statistics." The chief
feature of the paper was the demonstration of the unhealthi-
ness of the "cellar-dwellings" (Kellerwohnungen), which
are inhabited by so large a proportion of the lower classes
in Berlin. The paper opened with a comparison of the
mortality from epidemic and non-epidemic diseases in that
city during each year from 1853 to 1871; the term

"epidemic" being made to include the infectious diseases,
together with phthisis and diarrhoea. Ever since the year
1860 the mortality among this wide class of disease has
tended to increase, a tendency which Dr. Schwabe attri-
buted to the introduction in that year of improved water-
supply to Berlin, without, however, corresponding improve-
ments being made in the drainage. Thus, as he well put
it, from the impregnation of the subsoil water with im-

purities, the soil of Berlin has become richly charged with
material favouring the luxuriant growth of epidemic disease.
The increase in these diseases has been not only in number
but in severity of type; and many suffering from chronic
constitutional affections have succumbed to the epidemics
from their inability to resist their inroad. These untoward
results had ensued upon the adoption of a false hygienic
principle, that of introducing improved supply of water
without adopting measures to carry away the refuse.

Passing now to the main subject of his paper, Dr. Schwabe
stated that at the last Census the death-rate among the
dwellers in different kinds of habitations was as follows:

Among those inhabiting the first-floors of houses it was
21-6 per 1000; for the ground-floor inhabitants, 22 ; for

cellar-dwellers, 25’3. The death-rate in second-floor rooms
was 21’8; in third-floor, 33 6 ; and in fourth or higher, 28-2.
The mortality was thus greatest in the cellar-dwellings and
those of the highest floors in houses, that in the latter ex-
ceeding the former. This difference is less obvious and even
reversed when the factor of social well-being is taken into
account, for it appears that the inhabitants of the attics of
Berlin are, as a rule, poorer than those of the cellars. Thus
the occupants of cellars include about 11 per cent. of retail

traders, 3 per cent. of wine storekeepers <o., 20 per cent. of
small provision and stuff dealers, and 34 per cent. of tailors,
shoemakers, joiners, &c. The remainder (32 per cent.) be-
long to the labouring class, and it is by these that the upper
floors of houses are chiefly occupied. From the year 1854 to
1873 the percentage mortality among the cellar-dwellers in-
creased from 75 to 9’7, but remained about the same among
the inhabitants of other classes of dwellings. The mortality
from epidemic diseases in 1853 was 21 per cent. for the

former, and 18-5 for the latter; in 1873 it reached 39-5

among the cellar-dwellers, and 34’4 among the other classes.
This increased death-rate among the inhabitants of cellars
was illustrated by Dr. Schwabe for each of the following
groups of disease :-(1) Infectious disease, (2) phthisis, and
(3) diarrhcea, by taking 1000 as an arbitrary standard of
the mortality of each group in 1854. Thus, among the
cellar-dwellers this number has increased in the past twenty
years, in the first group of affections, from 1000 to 3800;
in the second group to 3000; and in the third to 7000; the
great increase in diarrhcea.1 affections among underground-
dwellers having been also noticed in other large towns,
where cellars seem to form a fitting nidus for their develop-
ment. The conclusion arrived at is that the mortality in-
creases to a greater extent in the cellar-dwellings than in
any other kind of habitation, that epidemics are of a more
severe type than in other places, and that cellars especially
favour the development of diarrhceal disorders and infectious
diseases. A few words, showing the proportional increase
in still-births among the inhabitants of cellars, terminates
this brief paper, the author of which himself fell a victim
to typhus, contracted at that favourite suburb of Berlin,
Charlottenburg, where an epidemic was rife, on his return
home from reading the paper in which he so trenchantly
exposed what he believed to be the true cause of the preva.
lence of such Diaarues.

ARMY MEDICAL MATTERS.

WE can only hope that the War Minister may be urged
to express his intentions in regard to the army medical
officers when Vote 4 of the Army Estimates is discussed. It
is a matter of great importance that the just causes for all
the present discontent should be redressed without any un-
necessary delay. In order to maintain a reasonable flow of

promotion, a system of compulsory retirement at sixty years
of age for the upper ranks must sooner or later be ex-
tended to the Army Medical Service. Incentives to work
of some kind or other must be held out to medical officers
as to other men, and it amounts to a platitude to say that
zeal soon dies out in a body of men who have little or
nothing to hope for in the future. The most natural and

legitimate object of expectation is promotion, and as things
are at present in the Army Medical Service, there is but
little to be hoped for in this direction. The same measure
that was found to be necessary in the case of the Medical
Service of the navy is required every bit as much for that
of the army-viz., a method of compulsory retirement for
the top rank. There is no other way of creating and main-
taining a healthy flow of promotion. We should only be
repeating ourselves and wearying our readers by adverting
to other causes of discontent now. So great is the distrust
that has been engendered that we agree with a corre.
spondent in thinking that confidence will not be restored
unless everything to which the army surgeon is entitled be
put down in black and white with unmistakable clearness.
Amongst the various schemes that have been laid before the
Secretary for War is one which embodies the proposal that
the department should in future be known as 11 the Royal
Medical Staff Corps," the officers of which should have com-
mand of the subordinate Army Hospital Corps ; that to this
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staff corps should be given the sole charge and control in mili-
tary hospitals, subject only to the authority of the general
officer commanding; that medical officers should be relieved
of the charge of stores and medical comforts; that the
.maximum period of service before promotion to the rank of
surgeon-major should not exceed fifteen years’ full-pay
service, retirement being obligatory at sixty years of age;
and that all medical officers should be placed upon a foreign
service roster, and go abroad in their turn. These are

; among the main points in a document which has already
been published in extenso in some military journals.

TREATMENT OF FRACTURE OF THE PATELLA,

THE current number of the Practitioner contains three
communications on this subject, all of which embody sug-
gestions of great value. The first is by Mr. Spence, of

Edinburgh, who advocates a modification of Malgaigne’s
method by adapting the screw-hooks not directly to the
skin, but to layers of thick moleskin plaster applied above
and below the joint, the limb being placed on an inclined
plane or slung at a corresponding inclination. Care should
be taken that the plaster be firmly adherent to the skin.

Mr. Callender follows with a description of a method which
he has pursued for many years, and described in the last
volume of the St. Bartholomew’s Hospital Reports. It is
best given in his own words :-
H A day or two after admission the limb is placed on one

of Neville’s splints, to the foot-piece of which is clamped an
iron, with two arms projecting beyond the foot-piece, at the
end of each of which a pulley is fixed, a line from which
will tall clear of the foot of the bedstead. A piece of ordi-
nary adhesive plaster is applied to the front of the thigh,
its distal end being curved to fit the upper margin of the
patella, each horn of the crescent being arranged so as to
form a loop. ’The edge of the plaster is protected by a strip
of lint, to prevent it from irritating the skin when under
traction. A similar provision is made for the leg and for
the lower fragment of the patella, and both pieces of plaster
are further secured by bandages passing over them and
round the Neville splint. If a piece of cord is attached tc
each of the loops at the horns of the lower plaster, and &Igrave;E
then passed through the upper loops, and is thence carried
to the pulley at the end of the outrigger, below which th(
two coids may be united and made to support a weight, i1
is evident that the entire weight-traction will draw th<
horns of the two crescents together and approximate th<

fragments of the knee-cap."
Lastly, Mr. McGill, of Leeds, supports strongly Mr

Pridgin Teale’s method of simple rest of the limb betweel
sand-bags, the heel being slightly elevated, and he record!
two striking cases proving the efficacy of this plan. H
believes this spontaneous cure (i. e., firm fibrous union) t

be brought about by the relaxation of the quadriceps ex
tensor a few days after the injury, which is followed b
tonic contraction ; to the slow absorption of the effasio:
between the fragments, and the formation of a fibrous ban,
between their opposing surfaces. He also advocates a rect
angular splint in caseq of fracture of the olecranon.

A CORONER ON CHEMISTS’ PRESCRIBING : A
TESTIMONIAL-VERDICT.

HAPPY is the man who, instead of being censured in a
verdict is the subject of a eulogy. This was the felicitous
case of a chemist, Mr. James, of Old Stratford, who recently
prescribed a cough mixture for John Aubrey, aged sixty-
three, on the representation of his daughter that he suffered
from cough, pain in the chest, a slight difficulty in breath-
ing, together with a weakness. In addition to this mixture
an " occasional drop" of brandy as a stimulant was recom.
mended. On the evening of the same day John Aubrey
died. He had the benefit of no other advice or means tc

11 obviate the tendency to death" than the medicine pre-
scribed by a chemist over his counter. An inquest was,
of course, held. Mr. Bernard Rice, M.B., gave evidence, but
does not seem to have made a post-mortem examination.
He found the body not over-nourished. The Coroner com-

plimented Mr. James on his capacity, and observed that
the country was greatly indebted to such a class of persons.
He was a registered chemist, and qualified to give prescrip-
tions, and such chemists as Mr. James were conferring a
great benefit to people by their ministrations, especially to
the poorer classes. The jury concurred with the coroner in
his views.
Mr. James is, no doubt, a highly respectable man. But

we submit that what the coroner was called on to speak to
was, not the character of Mr. James, but the death of an
old man without any proper means being used to avert

death. The symptoms detailed by the chemist to a medi-
cal man would have conveyed the information of danger
from bronchitis, or, possibly, senile pneumonia, and the
necessity for immediate skilled advice. We should gather
also that he had possibly been rather underfed for some
time. These were facts to bring out at the inquest in
the interest of life, and with a view to teach people how to
preserve it. They were all overlooked; the coroner lauded
the chemist who evidently had no idea of the gravity of
the symptoms for which he was called on to prescribe.
Had he had such an idea we do him the justice to believe
that he would have referred the daughter to a medical man.
We regard the inquiry as a very imperfect and unsatisfac-
tory one.

ABNORMAL PIGMENTATION OF THE SKIN.

A RE1VIARgABIE case of abnormal congenital distribution
of the cutaneous pigment is related by Drs. Forlanini and
Gatti in the Annati Universali di Medicina e Chirurgia. The

patient is a country girl seventeen years of age, whose

father is living and healthy; her mother died of some un-
known disease. She is of small size, well-made, her intel-
ligence somewhat low. The skin is generally of an earthy.
brown colour, resembling that usually found in her class,
and the hair black. The abnormal condition consists in
the existence of large patches of a milk-white colour,
which are chiefly found on the trunk, but there are also
some smaller patches on the limbs and face. In addition
to these, there are spots and lines of blackish-brown colour
in various parts. It appears that the patient had good
health until September, 1874, when she came under treat-
ment for an attack of gastric catarrh, and the condition of
the skin was thus brought under notice. From her father’s
statements there seemed to be no doubt that the condition
was congenital. The spots on the face are chiefly small
spots of a blackish-brown colour, darker than the surround-
ing skin. On the neck there are some patches, consisting
of small brown spots, scattered over a milk-white base.
The lower half of the lateral region of the neck, the supra-
and infra-clavicular regions, and the upper and front part of
the chest as low as the second intercostal space on the right
side, and the third on the left, extending outwards to the level
of the nipple, are of a milk-white colour. A smaller patch
of similar colour exists on the left breast. On the abdomen
are three large milk-white patches, one of medium size over
the epigastrium, another surrounding the umbilicus, and a
third, of large size, begins at the centre of the left in-

. guinal region, and occupies the whole hypogastric and the
right inguinal and iliac regions. Two large patches are

also found on the back, one in the cervical, the other in the
lumbar region; and there are small white and brown

patches on the perineum. On the right forearm are also
two white patches. The colour of these parts is described
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as being milk-white, with a slight rosy tint. The skit

is delicate, flexible, and translucent, allowing the colour o
the veins to be seen through, and the colour is uniforn

throughout the patches. On the more deeply pigmente<
patches the hair is somewhat thick and black, whilst in thl
colourless parts there is a scanty, whitish, lanuginous hair
The discoloured patches pass gradually into the surroundin
skin, and there is no alteration of level at the margin. Thl

functions of the skin appear to be normal in every respect
A slight increase of the pigmentation around the optil
papilla was observed, but in every other respect the colou:
of the fundus oouli was normal.
In remarking upon the case, the authors observe tha

they have been unable to find any similar case upon recor(
in which the condition was congenital. Cases of partia
albinism orleucoderma as a congenital condition have chiefl;
been observed in negroes, although Hebra remarks that hi
believes he has seen cases of partial absence of the pigmen
in light-skinned persons. Most of the cases on record bavi

been acquired. The condition is described by the authors
as partial albinism with partial nigrism.

MERCANTILE MARINE HOSPITAL SERVICE.

WE have been favoured with an early copy of the Mer
pantile Marine Hospital Service Bill, which has been brough
into the House by Capt. Bedford Pim and Mr. Wheelhouse
and provides for the medical inspection of seamen and th.
organisation of a hospital service for sailors of the merchan
navy. (If a clause for the medical examination of seame)
be introduced into the Merchant Shipping Bill, one of th,
chief objects of the measure will be accomplished.) Th,
sections relating to hospital service appear to have beei
framed very much in accordance with the rules that goveri
the marine hospital service of the United States, an accoun
of which appeared in THE LANCET some few weeks ago. I

is proposed to divide the coast line of the kingdom into tei
districts for England, five for Scotland, and five for Ireland
and to establish marine hospitals in each of these dis

tricts, in accordance with the requirements of the respec
tive ports. The Bill provides for the appointment of I
medical director and assistants, who shall form a sort o
mercantile marine medical staff, to act under the &deg;&deg; prope:
authority" (as we suppose, the Board of Trade), in spec
seamen, provisions, medicines, and antiscorbutics, and at
tend also to the hospital inmates. A similar staff is pro
posed for the colonial ports, in accordance with analogoUi
sections in former Acts. It is proposed to defray the ex
penses of this service by levying a tax of sixpence in thE
pound per month on the wages of every officer and seamar
employed on British vessels, the money so raised to be callec
the 11 Mercantile Marine Hospital Fund." We reserve cri
tical comments on this very large and comprehensive mea
aure. until it has passed the second reading, having already
on several occasions expressed a decided opinion as to thE
importance of establishing such a 11 service" as is indicatec
in the Bill. 

-

EPIDEMIC DISEASE ROUND LONDON.

No one can doubt the value of the additional information
which the Registrar-General has published in his Weekly
Return since the beginning of the year relating to what is
there called the 11 outer ring." To the thousands of season-
ticket holders who live just over the borders of the registra-
tion area, it cannot but be useful that the health of these

neighbourhoods should be regularly weighed in the balances,
and those who know them best will probably be least sur-
prised if it is sometimes found wanting. The valley of the
Thames especially is not without its "rookeries," which
zymoti.e disease in the long run -unerringly finds out. The

Registrar-General’s last Weekly Return calls attention to
the prevalence of zymotic disease in one or two parts of this
"outer ring." Two deaths from small-pox were registered
in Ha,mpton, and the disease is reported to be also prevalent
in Kingston. The registrar of Wimbledon notices that
scarlet fever is very prevalent in his district, and that two
deaths occurred towards the end of last week. In the north
of London three deaths from enteric fever have recently
been registered at Tottenham, the outbreak being attri-
buted to the use of water from a polluted well which has
since been closed; and two deaths from fever were last week
recorded in the district of Edmonton. Notwithstanding
these local cases, the annual death-rate among the three-

quarters of a million of persons living in this 11 outer ring"
was only 19 5 per thousand last week, ag&aring;inst 26’2 in inner
London ; and the rate from the seven’ principal zymotic dis-
eases was 1’8 instead of 2’7 per thousand.

THE PRINCE OF WALES’S TRIP TO INDIA.

WE understand that Dr. Fayrer, Physician to the Council
of India, will probably accompany E.B.H. the Prince
of Wales during his contemplated tour. Considering
Dr. Fayrer’s long and distinguished professional services
in India, and his acquaintance with the country and its
language, we feel sure that the wisdom of this selection
will be ratified by the profession generally, and be a source
of gratification to the Indian Medical Service, of which Dr.
Fayrer is a member. The rumoured visit of the future

King of England to a tropical country might be regarded
with a little misgiving by timid people, but there is really
no more risk to health in making a tour in India than in
doing the same thing anywhere else, if the proper season
be selected. In addition to his professional qualifications,
Dr. Fayrer has the reputation of being a keen lover of
sport. It may be remembered that he accompanied the
Duke of Edinburgh on the occasion of his Royal Highness’s
Indian tour.

A NEW LECTURESHIP.

A FEW weeks since, in his presidential address, Mr.
Jmnes Lane suggested to the Harveian Society to utilise its
surplus funds in the establishment of a lectureship. The
Council of the Society subsequently discussed this proposi-
tion, and appointed a committee to consider and report upon
the subject, and the result was the preparation of a definite
scheme for giving effect to the original suggestion of
Mr. Lane, and this was adopted unanimously at a recent
meeting of the Society made special for the purpose. The
new lectureship is to be entitled the Harveian. The lec-
turer is to be selected by the Council from amongst the
Fellows of the Society, and is to deliver a course of two
or three lectures on some subject of practical importance in
surgery, medicine, or obstetrics, and he will receive a small
fee for each prelection. ____

THE MEDICAL DISTRICTS OF ISLINGTON.

WE lately reported with satisfaction, that the guardians
had appointed a sub-committee to inquire into the grievances
of the medical officers arising out of the extreme inequality
of their districts in point both of population and area. We

regret to say that this course has ended in an utterly un-
satisfactory way. The committee does not attempt to deny
the facts, but declines to make any suggestions for altering
them. Instead of pointing out arrangements by which the
work and the pay of their medical officers could be equitably
apportioned, they find that they have little power to deal
with the question at all, and refer the medical officers, "if
they feel aggrieved," to the Local Government Board. This

is a specimen of the mode in which a collective body will
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shirk a plain duty in a way of which each of them in any
individual transaction would be ashamed. We notice, with
pleasure, that the chairman of the committee, Mr. Stone.
lake, objected to the report. He contended that the inquiries
of the committee had shown great inequalities ; that while
one officer had in the year 1600 patients, another had 204
with a smaller district, the salaries being nearly the same,
Of course the medical officers will now carry their grievances
to the Local Government Board, where, their case being sc
clear, it is to be hoped they will get redress; but they oughl
to have had the support of the local authorities, and arE
distinctly injured in not receiving it.

M. PAJOT.

M. PAJOT, the distinguished Professor of Obstetrics of
Paris, who used to attract crowded audiences, but who for
some years had ceased to lecture, has just recommenced the
course, in response to a petition signed by a large number
of students. In his opening lecture he claimed the in-
dulgence of his audience on account of his age and want of
strength, saying that he had not thought he could be use.
ful to them any longer. He pointed out to the studente
that the object of the course was to teach them to learn,
and remarked that attendance on twelve labours was more
instructive than a thousand, if carefully watched and under.
stood; adding that Ila th&eacute;orie 7eest que de la pratique ex.

pliqu&eacute;e, la pratique n’ est que de la th&eacute;orie applique:’ The

brilliant lecture which followed was listened to by a crowde&egrave;
audience, and his reception was one continued ovation
We trust the learned professor may yet have a long course
of usefulness before him. 

____

THE PUBLIC HEALTH BILL.

MR. SCLA.TER-BoOTH announced in the House of Commons
on Monday last, that he intended to have the whole of the
substantial amendments introduced into the Public Health
Bill set forth and clearly explained in a paper which would
accompany the measure. It is to be hoped that this ex-
planation will throw some light upon the principles of ad.
ministration of the Board in regard to the appointment 01
medical officers of health, and that it may lead to the pro.
duction of the instructions to the inspectors of the Board
on this subject. Every inspector appeared to act as seemec
best to himself, and in the main upon independent instruc.
tions. 

____

GREAT dissatisfaction appears to be felt with the Sale oi
Food and Drugs Bill in its present shape, and several depu
tations have lately waited on the President of the Loca
Government Board to urge that certain alterations ane
amendments should be made in the Bill before the Govern
ment passes it into law. We have freely criticised the Bill
and early pointed out the defects with which it abounds
many of which are now ventilated in deputation at Gwydy:
House. We observe that the spokesman of one deputatiot
insisted inter alia on the creation of a central analytica
authority, and that the officers of the Inland Revenue

Laboratory at Somerset House should be the final court o
appeal in all cases of disputed analyses.

AT the meeting of the Royal Medical and Chirurgica
Society on Tuesday evening, the 23rd inst., a very able an(
elaborate paper by Mr. Walter Rivington on a case o
Pulsating Tumour of the Orbit cured by Ligature of th
Common Carotid Artery was read. The paper was accom

panied by an historical and critical notice of nearly all th
recorded cases of intra-orbital aneurism ; and the discussion
which was prolonged to a late hour, was of much interesi
We shall publish a fuller report of the meeting next week.

Ds SEDGWicK SAUNDERS, medical officer of health for
the City, complains in a recent report of the scanty supply
of water, and the defective condition of the receptacles used
for its storage in some of the most unhealthy and crowded
places in the City, and urges the immediate erection of the
65 stand pipes ordered in November last, and intended to
supply in all 536 houses. The zymotic diseases were rarely
absent from those courts in which the water-supply was
deficient, or where the receptacles containing it were so

placed as to invite direct contamination. Dr. Saunders
has submitted to the authorities a list of nearly 200 houses
in his district in which the water-cisterns were in a filthy
condition, and suggests that the landlords of such houses
should be compelled to demolish the water-butts now in use,

, and erect in their stead proper receptacles. We trust that
, 

action will be immediately taken by the Commissioners on
, 

their medical officer’s timely warning and advice. Danger-
: ous defects like those pointed out should be remedied before

the advent of the warm weather.

. 

THE Manchester Guardian states that an association of
. 

local capitalists have made a proposal to the managers of
the Infirmary of the town to purchase the institution and

’ the land attached to it for a sum exceeding three-quarters
’ of a million sterling. It is believed that the Board of

Governors is disposed to look favourably on the offer. It
. 

has been justly argued that the best site for an infirmary is
* 

not in the centre of a large city, but in the suburbs, and a
plan for erecting a similar institution in a district where the

’ 

patients can breathe pure air would meet with general
* 

approval. A site would probably be sought in the direction
of Owens College. With a new infirmary in that neigh-
bourhood our contemporary would claim for the town a
chain of medical institutions without a rival in the country.
Before the scheme can be definitely adopted the sanation of
the Charity Commissioners and of Parliament will have to
be obtained. 

__-

THERE appears to be a considerable amount of zymotic
- disease at the present time in Lambeth. Dr. McCormac,
f medical officer of health for the district, reports that during
- the last four weeks 61 deaths from this class of disorders
I were registered, and a large number of cases which did not
I terminate fatally had been attended by the Poor-law sur-
- geons. It is not surprising, after this evidence of unhealthi-

ness, to learn that the water supplied to the parish is of
bad quality. On analysis, several separate supplies were

’f found to contain large quantities of organic matter, besides
’’ impurities in the way of earth salts. The water of the

Southwark Company was especially bad.
-

THE Chairman of the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway
Company, Mr. Thomas Dugdale, J.P., whose death, at the
age of seventy-seven, occurred on the 17th inst., was a

r member of our profession, and was for many years engaged
n in active practice. Possessed of great business capacities,

he gradually turned his attention to commercial pursuits,
e and ultimately gave himself up entirely to them. The
’f railway of which he became chairman five or six years ago,

and the Manchester and County Bank, of which he was also
chairman, were amongst the enterprises with which he

was intimately associated. In politics he was a Con-

d servative. 
____

e THE chair of Midwifery in the University of Aberdeen is
vacant by the death of Dr. A. Inglis. The appointment is
in the gift of the Crown. Dr. A. Inglis obtained the

1, Edinburgh M.D. degree in 1859, and was a member of many
t. learned societies, and the author of several valuable contri-
, butions to obstetric science.
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THE sanitary condition and water-supply of West Auck
land would seem, from a recent report, to call for inquiry. J
great many of the houses are without ash pit accommodation
There is a great deficiency of privies; in one street ther
were only three for the occupants of twenty-four housee
and even these were in a very filthy condition, with putri
liquid on the floors, and situated only six feet from th

dwelling rooms. The drainage is defective, many of th
houses being unprovided with stench-traps, and several o
the drains being more or less closed up and neglected. Th

main sewer, which runs through the village, is without
proper channel to convey its contents from its mouth int
the river, about ten yards distant. It is only natura]
after ascertaining the state of the place, to hear that th
inhabitants dread the occurrence of an epidemic. Once

zymotic disease declared itself, it would be difficult to con
fine it within a small area.

MR. CHARLEY has given notice in Parliament that he wil
move for a return of all the baby farms which have bee 
registered under the Infant Life Protection Act. Mr. Cros
has had his attention called to the recent conviction at th
Exeter Assizes of a baby farmer. The woman had starve,
to death an infant entrusted to her care, and it was elicited 

during the trial that three other infants placed in he
charge had died in her house, which was unregistered
during the previous year and a half. Mr. Justice Lush, on
the occasion, stated that baby-farming had of late prevaile
to such an extent that it was necessary to vigorously repres
or efficiently regulate it. Local authorities should use th

greatest vigilance in detecting the existence of unregistere(
homes for children. The provisions of the Act of 1872, i
thoroughly carried out, are capable of greatly diminishing
the amount of infanticide. 

____

THE Greenwich Guardians have had their consideratioI
directed to the fact that out of 297 patients suffering fron
typhus fever admitted to the Stockwell Hospital in 1874, n(
less than 118 came from the Greenwich Union. The parisl
does not seem to have been free of the fever during th<
year-a very serious condition of affairs. Cases still con.
tinue to be reported, in spite of the efforts made to staml
out the disease. Typhus is so essentially a disease of thE
ill-fed and ill-housed, that its persistence in a district b3
no means the poorest in the metropolis calls for the strictesl
vigilance on the part of the sanitary authorities.

IT has been decided to form a medical society for Easi
Cheshire, which will comprise all the medical practitionere
of the district. At a meeting held last week to further thE
movement it was explained that the association would provE
equally beneficial to the public and the profession. A good
library will be established in connexion with the society
so that the members may at any time avail themselves of

reference to current medical literature. The meetings will
be held on the last Friday in each month. Mr. Birchenal]
has been elected president and Dr. Vaux vice-president fox
the ensuing year. ____

AT the ceremony of opening a cottage hospital at Ted-
dington on Saturday last Lord George Hamilton, M.P., de-
livered an appropriate address bearing on the subject of
medical relief. The new institution has commenced ite
existence under most favourable auspices, and promises to
be largely instrumental in alleviating suffering and -disease.
We wish it every success, and hope that among the wealthy
inhabitants of the district there will be no lack of liberal
donors and subscribers. 

____

WE understand that the General Medical Council will
meet on or about the 10th of June next.

THE mortality in Dublin among medical men of a certain
age has been lately unusually large. On the 13th inst.
another old practitioner, Dr. Ireland, passed away, aged
eighty-eight years. Dr. Ireland formerly practised mid-
wifery with considerable success, and was much esteemed
for his abilities, which were of a high order. He married
three times, his third wife and three children surviving him.

MR. E. WATKIN, M.P., has written to a daily contempo-
rary stating, in answer to reflections on the sanitary condi-
tion of Folkestone made by Lord Robert Montagu in com-
mittee on the Artisans’ Dwellings Bill, that the returns of
the medical officer of health for the town prove that during
the years 1873 and 1874 there were only four deaths from
fever, while no fatal case of small-pox occurred.

Ms. COWPER TEMPLE has obtained leave in Parliament to
introduce a Bill to amend the Medical Act, 1858, so far as
relates to the registration of women who have taken the
degree of Doctor of Medicine in a foreign university.

DR. WILLIAM STOKES, Regius Professor of Physic at
Dublin University, is about to relinquish the post of Senior
Physician to the Meath Hospital, after forty-nine years of
hard work in the service of the institution.

DISCUSSION AT THE OBSTETRICAL SOCIETY
ON PUERPERAL FEVER.

AT the meeting of the Obstetrical Society on Wednesday,
April the 7tb, Mr. Spencer Wells will open a discussion on
the Relation of Puerperal Fever to the Infective Diseases
and Py&aelig;mia. The attention of those who take part in the
discussion is requested- 

.

1. To the question, if there be any form of continued

fever, communicated by contagion or infection, and occur-
ring in connexion with childbirth, which is distinctly caused
by a special morbid poison, and as definite in its progress
and the local lesions associated with it, as typhus or typhoid,
scarlet fever, measles, or small-pox ?

2. May all forms of puerperal fever be referred to attacks
of some infective continued fever-as scarlet fever or

measles-occurring in connexion with childbirth on the one
hand; or, on the other, to some form of surgical fever, or
to erysipelas, caused by or associated with changes in the
uterus and neighbouring parts following the process of
childbirth ?

3. If all cases of contagious and infectious diseases which
occur under other conditions than that of childbirth are set
aside, does there remain any such disease as puerperal
fever ? 

.

4. Assuming that a form of continued fever, communi-
cable by inoculation, contagion, or infection, does frequently
occur in connexion with childbirth, how can its spread in
private and in hospital practice be most certainly prevented
or checked ?

5. What relation have bacteria and allied organic forms to
the pysemio process in the puerperal state ?

6. What is the value of antiseptics in the prevention and
curative treatment of puerperal fever? 

-

The meeting will commence at 8 o’clock. The formal

preliminary business will occupy but a few minutes. Mr.

Wells will at its conclusion commence his opening address,
and will limit himself to fifteen minutes. It is expected
that the speakers generally will not exceed this limit.

Dr. Braxton,Hicks, Dr. Barnes, Mr. Jonathan Hutchinson,
Dr. Hall Davis, Dr. B. W. Richardson, Dr. William Squire,
and many other gentlemen, are expected to take part in the
discussion; and at the second meeting, should the dis-


